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Note to Staff: This form should be completed and included in the agenda 
packet for the item under which the proposed ordinance is to be 
considered and must be posted on the Okeechobee County’s website by 
the time notice of the proposed ordinance is published. 
 

  
Business Impact Estimate Form 

 
This Business Impact Estimate Form is provided to document compliance with and 
exemption from the requirements of Sec. 125.66(3), Fla. Stat. If one or more boxes are 
checked below under “Applicable Exemptions”, this indicates that Okeechobee County 
has determined that Sec. 125.66(3), Fla. Stat., does not apply to the proposed ordinance 
and that a business impact estimate is not required by law.  If no exemption is identified, 
a business impact estimate required by Sec. 125.66(3), Fla. Stat. will be provided in the 
“Business Impact Estimate” section below.  In addition, even if one or more exemptions 
are identified, Okeechobee County may nevertheless choose to provide information 
concerning the proposed ordinance in the “Business Impact Estimate” section below.  
This Business Impact Estimate Form may be revised following its initial posting. 
 
Proposed ordinance’s title/reference: 
 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF 
OKEECHOBEE COUNTY, FLORIDA, AMENDING THE OKEECHOBEE COUNTY 
CODE OF ORDINANCES, PART II, LAND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS; 
CREATING SECTION 7.09.03, “EXTERIOR LIGHTING STANDARDS”; DESIGNATING 
AN AREA OF THE COUNTY TO WHICH THE SECTION APPLIES; REGULATING 
EXTERIOR LIGHTING FIXTURE TYPES, SHIELDING STANDARDS, HEIGHT, AND 
ILLUMINATION LEVELS; PROVIDING STANDARDS FOR FLOOD OR SPOT LAMPS, 
SECURITY LIGHTING, AND LANDSCAPE AND ACCENT LIGHTING; PROVIDING 
FOR PROHIBITIONS AND EXEMPTIONS; AND PROVIDING FOR FINDINGS, 
SEVERABILITY, CONFLICTS, CODIFICATION, AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 
 
Applicable Exemptions: 
 
☐ The proposed ordinance is required for compliance with Federal or State law or 

regulation; 
☐  The proposed ordinance relates to the issuance or refinancing of debt; 
☐  The proposed ordinance relates to the adoption of budgets or budget 

amendments, including revenue sources necessary to fund the budget; 
☐ The proposed ordinance is required to implement a contract or an agreement, 

including, but not limited to, any Federal, State, local, or private grant, or other 
financial assistance accepted by the county government; 

☐ The proposed ordinance is an emergency ordinance; 
☐ The ordinance relates to procurement; or 
☐ The proposed ordinance is enacted to implement the following: 

☐ Development orders and development permits, as those terms are defined 
in s. 163.3164 and development agreements, as authorized by the Florida 
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Local Government Development Agreement Act under ss. 163.3220-
163.3243; 

☐ Comprehensive plan amendments and land development regulation 
amendments initiated by an application by a private party other than the 
county; 

☐ Sections 190.005 and 190.046, Florida Statutes, regarding community 
development districts; 

☐ Section 553.73, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Building Code; or 
☐ Section 633.202, Florida Statutes, relating to the Florida Fire Prevention 

Code. 
 
Business Impact Estimate: 
 
Okeechobee County hereby publishes the following information: 
 
1. A summary of the proposed ordinance (must include a statement of the 

public purpose, such as serving the public health, safety, morals and 
welfare): 

 
In 2016, Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State Park was designated as Florida’s first Dark 
Sky Park by DarkSky International, a nonprofit that works to raise awareness about the 
negative impacts of light pollution and preserve the nighttime environment.  The board of 
county commissioners finds that the establishment of exterior lighting standards and 
regulations in a buffer area of the County adjacent to Kissimmee Prairie Preserve State 
Park will further mitigate light pollution and preserve the nighttime environment in the 
area. 
 
This section shall apply only in that portion of the County lying west of US 441 and north 
of the section/township line along which County Road 724 runs (hereinafter, the “Dark 
Sky Buffer Area”).  Subject to the allowances of part 11.01.00 (Existing Nonconforming 
Development), this section shall apply to all development within the Dark Sky Buffer Area, 
and to the replacement of exterior lighting fixtures within the Dark Sky Buffer Area. 
 
Exterior lighting shall be controlled to not adversely affect adjacent properties, 
neighboring areas and motorists.  Exterior lighting intensities shall be controlled to ensure 
that light spillage and glare are not directed onto adjacent properties or streets and all 
direct illumination is kept within property boundaries.  
 
Exterior lighting shall be architecturally integrated with the character of the building. Full 
cut-off type lighting fixtures shall be used to illuminate all site areas, including pedestrian, 
parking, and circulation.  
 
2. An estimate of the direct economic impact of the proposed ordinance on 

private, for-profit businesses in the county, including the following, if any: 
 

(a) An estimate of direct compliance costs that businesses may 
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reasonably incur if the ordinance is enacted: 
 
Negligible to none, as ordinance does not require products other than those widely 
commercially available. 

 
(b) Identification of any new charge or fee on businesses subject to the 

proposed ordinance, or for which businesses will be financially 
responsible:  

 
None. 

 
(c) An estimate of the county’s regulatory costs, including an estimate of 

revenues from any new charges or fees that will be imposed on 
businesses to cover such costs: 

 
Negligible to none, as reviews for compliance will be integrated into existing 
reviews. 

 
3. A good faith estimate of the number of businesses likely to be impacted by 

the ordinance: 
 
Few, as the dark sky buffer area designated in the ordinance has few businesses that 
would not be exempt under the terms of the ordinance. 
 
4. Additional information the governing body determines may be useful (if any):  
 
      
 
Note: Okeechobee County’s provision of information in the Business Impact Estimate section above, 
notwithstanding an applicable exemption, shall not constitute a waiver of the exemption or an admission 
that a business impact estimate is required by law for the proposed ordinance.  Okeechobee County’s 
failure to check one or more exemptions below shall not constitute a waiver of the omitted exemption or an 
admission that the omitted exemption does not apply to the proposed ordinance under Sec. 125.66(3), Fla. 
Stat., Sec. 125.675, Fla. Stat., or any other relevant provision of law. 


