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DIVISION 2. - RULES OF DECORUM AND CIVILITY

Footnotes:

--- (2) ---

Editor's note— Ord. No. 2008-05, §§ 1—4, adopted July 10, 2008, did not specifically amend the Code therefore these

provisions have been included as §§ 2-16—2-19, at the editor's discretion.

Sec. 2-16. - Definitions.

For purposes of this division, the term:

Governing body means the Board of County Commissioners of Okeechobee County, Florida, as well as

any board, committee, or authority appointed or established by the board of county commissioners and

includes both elected and appointed members thereof.

County means Okeechobee county or any elected or appointed subdivision thereof but excludes any

municipality.

Public meeting means any meeting of the governing body of the county, whether designated as a regular

meeting, special meeting, or emergency meeting, not otherwise exempt from public meeting requirements

under state or federal law.

(Ord. No. 2008-05, § 1, 7-10-08)

Sec. 2-17. - Purpose.

The purpose of this division is to delineate and prescribe uniform requirements with respect to

opportunities for citizen input and full citizen participation at official meetings of the county.

(Ord. No. 2008-05, § 2, 7-10-08)

Sec. 2-18. - Meeting decorum.

Meetings of a governing body of Okeechobee County are formal governmental meetings that are

conducted to transact public business. In conducting the public's business, the governing body

shall maintain a commitment to the principles of civility, honor, and dignity. Individuals appearing

before a governing body of the county are required to observe these principles when making

comments on items and issues before the governing body for consideration.

Individuals appearing before a governing body may be asked, but shall not be required to, state

their name and address for the public record. All comments must be made from an easily

accessible central location or by other reasonable accommodations and shall address the subject

of the agenda item. Comments made during the non-agenda or citizen participation order of
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business shall be directed to matters under the authority of the governing body. In the case of the board of

county commissioners, such comments shall be directed to matters under the authority of the board of

county commissioners and county administrator. Members of the governing body, staff members, and

citizens are required to use civil and appropriate language when addressing the governing body or the

audience and must refrain from using profanity, cursing, or exhibiting aggressive or threatening behavior

when addressing the governing body or other participants. All comments must be directed to the presiding

officer and not to individual members of the governing body or to the audience. No personal verbal attacks

toward any individual by either the governing body, staff, or citizens shall be allowed during a meeting of

the governing body.

Order must be preserved. No person shall, by speech or otherwise, delay or interrupt the

proceedings or the peace of a governing body, or disturb any person having the floor. No person

shall refuse to obey the reasonable orders of the presiding officer or the governing body. Any

person making irrelevant, impertinent, or slanderous remarks or who becomes boisterous while

addressing the governing body shall not be considered orderly or decorous. Any person who

becomes disorderly or who fails to confine remarks to the identified subject or business at hand

may be cautioned by the presiding officer and given the opportunity to conclude remarks on the

subject in a decorous manner and within the designated time limit. If the presiding officer or the

governing body declares an attendee out of order, he or she will be requested to relinquish the

podium. If the person does not do so, he or she is subject to removal from the meeting room or

building.

Participants shall adhere to their allotted time for addressing the governing body as provided in

this section and may submit written documents in order to fully address their concerns with the

governing body.

(Ord. No. 2008-05, § 3, 7-10-08; Ord. No. 2021-0002, § 2, 10-28-21)

Sec. 2-19. - Citizen participation entitlement; requirements.

The governing body shall provide opportunities for citizens to address issues at official meetings of the

governing body during each order of business as described in subparagraphs (1)—(4):

Nonagenda or citizen participation order of business.

The governing body of a local government authority must allocate, at a minimum, 15

minutes at the beginning of each meeting of the governing body for citizens who wish to

appear before the governing board to make a request of the governing body, voice a

complaint or concern, express an opinion, or express recognition. Comments made

during the non-agenda or citizen participation order of business shall be directed to

matters under the authority of the governing body. In the case of the board of county

commissioners, such comments shall be directed to matters under the authority of the
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board of county commissioners and county administrator. In no case may a citizen be allotted less than

three minutes to speak. An extension of time may be granted by the presiding officer at the discretion of

the presiding officer or upon a majority vote of the governing body. If an item presented under the citizen

participation portion of the non-agenda order of business merits a longer presentation by the citizen or

requires staff research or materials, the item may be rescheduled by the presiding officer for a future

meeting of the governing body under the citizen participation portion of the order of business dealing with

agenda items.

Should the citizen comment be directed to an item on the current meeting agenda, the

presiding officer may either receive the comment or permit the comment to be made

during the consideration of the agenda item to which the comment is directed.

The nonagenda or citizen participation order of business shall be scheduled near the

beginning of the meeting and in no event shall the nonagenda or citizen participation

order of business be the final item on the order of business, unless provision is made for

more than one nonagenda or citizen participation order of business per meeting.

Agenda order of business.

An item brought before the governing body under the citizen participation or nonagenda

order of business which cannot be presented within the prescribed three-minute

timeframe and which merits additional discussion, research or materials may be placed

on the governing body's agenda by either of the following means:

The presiding officer may schedule the item for a future meeting of the governing

body under the citizen participation portion of the agenda; or
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The citizen must submit a request in writing to appear on the governing body's agenda and file such

request with the office of the appropriate official designated by the governing body for the filing of such

request a minimum of two weeks in advance of the meeting of the governing body. The written request

shall state the nature of the item and shall request that the item be placed on an upcoming agenda of the

governing body. A copy of the written request shall be provided to the members of the governing body as

soon as practical after it is received by the designated official's office. The designated official shall ensure

that the written request is provided to the proper governmental department so that warranted research

can be conducted and information provided to the governing body as part of the agenda that will assist in

addressing the request. For the purposes of this paragraph, the term "provided" shall mean placing the

material into either the county's internal mail system, emailed, or placed in the recipient's designated

collection box or place, but shall not be construed to require personal or special delivery to each member

of a board, committee or authority.

Repetitive requests. Citizen requests that they or an issue be placed upon the agenda that

are substantially the same as a prior request received by the governing body or

constitutes a request for a rehearing by the citizen or the citizen's agents and employees,

shall not be placed upon the agenda unless the matter to be reheard is first approved to

be placed back on a future agenda by a majority of the governing body at a regularly

scheduled public meeting.

The individual making the request and the staff of the governing body shall be granted no

less than ten minutes to make the presentation. Any other individual who wishes to

address the governing body in either support of or opposition to the agenda item shall be

allotted no less than three minutes to make his or her presentation. An extension of time

may be granted by the presiding officer at the discretion of the presiding officer or upon a

majority vote of the governing body. The presiding officer may rule an individual out of

order if he or she begins repeating information that has already be presented by either

the individual who made the request or another individual who has already spoken either

in favor of or in opposition to the agenda item.

Submission of petitions. With respect to the order of business devoted to petitions to the

governing body that are not part of another agenda item or that are part of the citizen

participation portion of the nonagenda order of business, the allotment of time for the

presentation must be no less than three minutes. An extension of time may be granted by the

presiding officer at the discretion of the presiding officer or upon a majority vote of the

governing body. If the extension is not granted, the citizen may request that the item be

scheduled as an agenda item pursuant to subparagraph (1)a..

Public hearings.
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For purposes of this section, "public hearings" are formal hearings conducted by the governing body of

local government authority pursuant to state or federal law which may:

Be legally noticed.

Be advertised hearings for specific items schedules on the agenda of the

governing body.

Be quasi-judicial or legislative in nature.

Have specific formats that must be followed and that are established by law.

All ordinance considerations are conducted as formal public hearings and are

normally considered as a normal agenda item. In cases of ordinance consideration,

the presiding officer shall announce that the hearing is a public hearing.

During a public hearing, a citizen other than an applicant who wishes to address the

governing body may do so by either completing a citizen participation form prior to the

commencement of the meeting or by raising his or her hand at the time the presiding

officer inquires as to the presence of citizens wishing to address the issue and waiting to

be recognized by the presiding officer. Persons who have completed a citizen participation

form prior to the beginning of the meeting shall be allowed to speak first. All individuals

addressing the governing body must clearly state their name and address for the record.

Citizens shall be allotted no less than three minutes per person to address the governing

body. An extension of time may be granted by the presiding officer at the discretion of the

presiding officer or upon a majority vote of the governing body. The presiding officer may

rule an individual out of order if he or she begins to repeat information or present

material that has already been presented by the other speakers.

(Ord. No. 2008-05, § 4, 7-10-08; Ord. No. 2021-0002, § 2, 10-28-21)

Secs. 2-20—2-30. - Reserved.
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