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Ahout this Guide

@ HURRICANE READY

Hurricane season is June 1st to
November 30th. Okeechobee County's
official Hurricane Preparedness Guide

is designed to equip residents with
clear, practical information to stay safe
before, during, and after a storm. From
building your emergency kit to
understanding alerts,

Jessica Bezares
County Administrator

shelters, and recovery resources, this
guide puts everything in one place. Being
prepared is essential-not optional. The
time to prepare is now. Use this guide

to help increase your peace of mind all
season long.

Justin Hazellief
Public Safety Director and Fire Chief
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@ Tropical Depression

O Tropical Storm

A tropical depression is a
tropical cyclone with maximum
sustained winds of 38 mph or
less and organized
thunderstorm activity.

A tropical storm is a tropical
cyclone with sustained winds
between 39 and 73 mph and
organized thunderstorm
circulation.

Water hazards are historically
the leading cause of loss of life.

Category

MONITOR WEATHER ALERTS

M Know your Threat

Hurricane

Wind Speed
(mph)

Damage at
Landfall

74-95

96-110

111-129

130-156

157 or higher

Hazardous conditions are possible within 48 hours. Your
preparations should be underway.

Before hurricane season inspect your home for
any unsafe conditions or areas that may be
vulnerable during a storm. Take photos and videos
of your property and belongings in advance to
help document conditions for insurance purposes.

Check your homeowners insurance policy and
make sure coverages are appropriate and up-to-
date.

Trim tree branches hanging over the roof. Do not
trim trees when storm is approaching.

Safely inspect roof for damage or weak areas that
could fail during high winds or heavy rain.

Hazardous conditions are expected within 36 hours. Your
preparations should be completed. Listen closely to instructions from
local officials. Shelter in place or evacuate if told to do so.

fie SAFEGUARD YOUR HOME

V/

Ensure all doors and windows are
properly sealed and can securely lock.

Inspect shutters before hurricane season,
install before a storm arrives, and remove
safely after the storm passes.

Build a Hurricane Supply Bucket

At the Okeechobee

County Library

Saturday, June 27,
11:00 AM - 1:00 PM
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GENERAL

DISASTER SUPPLY KIT CHEGKLIST T

FIRST AID IMPORTANT DOCUMENTS

[] Two week minimum supply of
medication, regularly used
medical supplies, and a list of
allergies

[] Alist of the style, serial
number, and manufacturer
information of required
medical devices

Batteries

Flashlights
Do not use candles

[] NOAA Weather Radio
Battery operated or
hand cranked

[] cash

Banks and ATMs may not
be available after a storm

Cell phone chargers

0.0

Books, games, puzzles or
other activities for children

PHONE NUMBERS
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[] Maintain a list of important
phone numbers including:
County emergency
management office,
evacuation sites, doctors,
banks, schools,
veterinarian, a number for
out of town contacts,
friends and family

CLOTHING

1) R

[C] Rain gear such as jackets,
hats, umbrellas and rain
boots

[C] Sturdy shoes or boots and
work gloves

SPECIAL NEEDS ITEMS

[] Specialty items for infants,
small children, the elderly,
and family members with
disabilities

First Aid Manual

Sterile adhesive bandages
of different sizes

Sterile gauze pads

Hypoallergenic adhesive
tape

Triangular bandages
Scissors

Tweezers

Sewing needle
Moistened towellettes
Antiseptic

Disinfectant wipes
Hand sanitizer
Thermometer

Tube of petroleum jelly
Safety pins

Soap

Latex gloves
Sunscreen

Aspirin or other pain reliever
Anti-diarrheal medicine
Antacid

Laxative

Cotton balls

Q-tips

FOOD AND WATER

O

OORG0

Food

Nonperishable packaged or
canned food and beverages,
snack foods, juices, baby
food, and any special dietary
items to last at least 7 days

Water
1 gallon per person per day

Non-electric can opener
Paper plates

Napkins

Plastic cups

Utensils

Insurance cards

Medical records

Banking information

Credit card numbers

Copies of social security cards

Copies of birth and/or
marriage certificates

Other personal documents

Set of car, house, and office
keys

Service animal I.D., veterinary
records, and proof of ownership

TS (S e (B

Information about where you
receive medication, the
name of the drug, and dosage

[C] copy of will

*Items should be kept in a
waterproof container

VEHICLE

[] Keep your motor vehicle
tanks filled with gasoline

PET CARE ITEMS

Pet food and water to last
at least 7 days

Proper identification

Medical records/microchip
information

A carrier or cage
Muzzle and leash
Water and food bowls
Medications

Supplies for your service
animal

Find more disaster

preparedness tips at
FloridaDisaster.org
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Stay Informed

@ BEFORE, DURING AND AFTER THE STORM

=

Stay informed and stay safe by signing
‘ up for Okeechobee County's

4 Emergency Notification System.

This free service keeps you alerted with
important emergency updates and
community news when it matters most.
Receive critical, time-sensitive
notifications for situations such as:

Q Severe weather and hurricanes

@ Unexpected road closures

Q Missing persons alerts

Q Building or neighborhood evacuations

Q Other public safety emergencies

Choose how you want to receive alerts
—home phone, mobile phone,
business phone, email, text message,
and more.

Registration is quick, free, and
0 your information is kept confidential.

Sign up today and be prepared.

Floridadisaster.org

| ALERT OKEECHOBEE

Emergency
Notification

2
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Weather.gov/mlb



| HURRICAN

o SHELTER LOCATIONS

Primary Shelter
(General Population &
Pet Friendly)

S'GUIDE |

South Elementary School
2468 SW 7th Avenue
Okeechobee, FL

-,

Important Documents

[ Insurance cards (home, health,
flood if available)

[0 Emergency contact list (written
or printed)

[J Medical information list (conditions,
allergies, prescriptions)

L

Medications & Health Iltems
0

At least 3-7 days of prescription
medications

ICANE PREPAREDNES

O

Over-the-counter meds (pain reliever,
allergy meds, etc.)

O
O

Glasses/contact lenses + solution
Hearing aids + batteries

Food & Water
0

Bottled water (at least 1 gallon per
person per day if possible)

[0 Non-perishable snacks (granola bars,
crackers, canned food)

Baby formula / baby food if needed

Manual can opener

0
O

Bedding & Comfort

O Blanket or sleeping bag

[0 Pillow (optional but recommended)
[0 Light air twin mattress or cot

O Change of clothes (2-3 days worth)

2%y Special Needs

A Individuals must follow shelter rules.

[0 Photo ID (driver’s license, school ID, etc.)

Shelter Registration

E SHELTERS

@ DURING THE STORM

Shelters are a last resort. Stay with family or friends if possible.

Special Needs Shelter

O i
(Register in Advance)

Secondary Shelter
(If needed)

Florida Department

of Health Okeechobee
1728 NW 9th Ave
Okeechobee, FL

Osceola Middle School
825 SW 28th Street
Okeechobee, FL

Pet Friendly Shelter
[0 Pet food and water
O Leash/carrier

[0 Bowls

[0 Waste bags

What
canl
bring to

O

a hurricane
shelter?

Extra Helpful Items
[0 Small cash (ATMs may be down)
[0 Phone charger cables

[0 Snacks for comfort

[0 Book/cards for downtime

portant Reminders
[0 No weapons, alcohol, or illegal drugs
[0 Label everything with your name
[0 Space is limited—pack light but smart
[0 Expect basic conditions

[} Follow all shelter staff instructions

Hygiene & Sanitation

o

[0 Toiletries (toothbrush, toothpaste,

Diapers and wipes
soap, deodorant) P

O Hond sonitizer Bottles and pacifiers
Comfort items (toys, stuffed

[J Wet wipes / baby wipes .
animals, books)

[J Toilet paper / tissues

[0 Trash bags

[J Battery-powered radio
(weather updates)

0 DENE

Mobility aids (walker, cane,
wheelchair if needed)

Who is Special Needs Shelter For?
« Life sustaining medical equipment  * Chronic medical condition needing management
* Requires caregiver assistance ¢ Need mobility accommodations

[=]
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Scan the QR code to
register or visit

www.OkeechobeeCountyFl.gov




:J HURRICANE EVACUATION ROUTES
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2026 HURR(CANE PREPAREDNESS GUIDE

Flood Zone AE- Base Flood [l Tropical Storm Zone Evacuation Zone C ===  Evacuation Routes
Elevations Determined : "
B Evacuation Zone A Evacuation Zone D [0 County Boundary
/, Flood Zone AE - Floodway Evacusfion Zans Evacuation Zone E

Areas
Note: Flood Zone labels indicate static base flood elevation. Date Created: 5/13/2026




~EMERGENGY GONTAGTS

Save this information. Know who to call.

\%) EMERGENCY DIAL 911

HOSPITAL

HCA Raulerson Hospital

Okeechobee County Citizen's Information Line + 863-824-6888

Okeechobee County Emergency Management ¢ OkeechobeeCountyFL.gov/departments/ :
emergency-management | 863-763-3212 HCAFloridaHealthcare.com/
locations/raulerson-hospital
Okeechobee County Fire Rescue * OkeechobeeCountyFL.gov/departments/ 863-763-2151
fire-rescue-services | 863-763-5544

Okeechobee County Sheriff * Okeesherifforg | 863-763-3117

Okeechobee City Police + CityofOkeechobee cormpolice-department htmi
o UTILITY COMPANIES
FPL: FPL.com | 800-468-8243
OTHER COUNTY NUMBERS Okeechobee Utility Authority

OUAFL.com | 863-763-9460

Okeechobee County Board of County Commissioners ¢ OkeechobeeCountyFL.gov | 863-763-6441

Waste Management
Okeechobee County Clerk of Court *« MyOkeeeClerk.com | 863-763-2311

WM.com/us/en/myhome
Okeechobee County Airport « OkeechobeeCountyFL.gov/departments/airport | 863-467-5505 866-909-4458

Okeechobee County Sheriff's Office Animal Control & Services * Okeesherifforg | 863-763-3117
Okeechobee Post Office *« USPS.com | 800-275-8777

Comcast: Xfinity.com | 800-934-6489

Glades Electric
Okeechobee County Property Appraiser « OkeechobeePA.com | 863-763-4422 Gladesec.com | 863-946-6200
Okeechobee County Tax Collector « OkeechobeeTC.com | 863-763-3421 2 ’
CenturyLink: Centurylink.com
Florida Department of Health Okeechobee + FloridaHealth.gov | 863-462-5800 800-339-1811

Florida Fish, Wildlife & Water Safety « MyFWC.com | 850-488-4676
Okeechobee City Hall « CityofOkeechobee.com | 863-763-3372 /
Okeechobee Chamber of Commerce « OkeechobeeBusiness.com | 863-467-6246 . VISIT FOR

MORE INFORMATION

Access local resources,
shelter info, and updates.

OkeechobeeCountyFL. gov/emergency

Q STATE OF FLORIDA ‘ FEDERAL AGENCIES

Okeechobee County School Board « Okeeschools.org | 863-462-5000

HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS GUIDE

Florida Attorney General's Office (Price gouging) Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
MyFloridaLegal.com | 866-966-7226 FEMA.gov | 800-621-3362

Florida Division of Emergency Management (FDEM) National Hurricane Center (NHC)
FloridaDisaster.org | 850-413-9969 (non-emergency) NHC.NOAA.gov | nhc.public.affairs@noaa.gov
Florida Highway Patrol National Weather Service / Melbourne

FLHSMV.gov/florida-highway-patrol/about-fhp | 727-570-5010 Weather.gov/mlb | 321-255-0212

(%) OTHER AGENCIES

O
N
O
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2-1-1 Helpline Treasure Coast American Red Cross ‘
2Npalmbeach.org | 211 or 561-383-1112 RedCross.org | 1-800-RED-CROSS }

@ IMPORTANT: Information is subject to change. Verify details and visit

OkeechobeeCountyFL.gov/emergency for the latest updates during a storm




